Conclusions



Voluntary Guidelines on the Governance of Tenure (VGGT) and the proposed NLUA Bill

Conclusions:

It had to be emphasized though that as a policy document, NLUA primarily focuses on the
regulation of land use, and not on allocation, management and development functions.
Covering the function for land management (of the NLUA) for example already collides
with or encompasses the function of other agencies such the LRA, DOJ, etc

This significance of this “substantial compliance” of the NLUA to the provisions of the
VGGTs is important given the fact that the latter do not establish automatic and binding
applications as a national policy. The NLUA, if enacted, then effectively serves as a
national policy that complements and concretizes the principles and standards enunciated

in the VGGTs.




VGGT and the NLUA Conclusion

Also, the policy, legal, and organizational framework related to tenure governance are
substantially covered/expounded in the proposed Implementing Structure of NLUA at
the national, regional and local levels. This structure/mechanism is also complemented
by commensurate financial and technical capacities being suggested to ensure that the
roles and functions defined (NLUPC and its counterpart at the lower levels) and services
are carried out faithfully. (Policy, legal & organizational framework; Delivery of Services)

At the local level for example, a Local Zoning Board of Adjudication and Adjustments
(adjudicate cases, issue permits on applications that are not clear in the provisions of the
Z0O or decide on its non-issuance or to disallow such application is convened in order that
such decisions are not solely relegated to the discretion of the Zoning Officer.




With the NLUA in place, we can therefore look forward to uniformity in the application of
policies and planning standards at all levels that now includes integration of tenure rights
(that cover ownership, acquisition and disposition rights) with land use regulation (currently a
devolved power/function) — which is the essence and the contention of the VGGTS’ regulated
spatial planning.

Thus, NLUA brings closer the realization of the vision of the VGGTs, that spatial planning
considers all tenure rights, including overlapping and periodic rights and coordinates national,

regional and local spatial plans.





